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had no means whatever of controlling these fellows if they
should break loose. A meal was hurriedly prepared for
all the gang, and he sat with their chief till unholy hours
that night, or morning, exchanging yarns. Eventually he
had the satisfaction of seeing the marauders depart at
daybreak. No harm had been done to the place ; though
had it not been for the " accident" of the presence of an
Englishman, there would have been a different tale to tell
The village of Qudshanis, which is the residence of the
Nestorian or Assyrian Patriarch, " Mar Shimun," and the
headquarters of his Church, has a marvellous situation,
It lies on a sloping "alp" of rugged pasture, between
two mountain torrents which spring from the towering
snow-fields to the west of it; and which descend in gradually
deepening gorges, enclosing the tongue-shaped plateau- on
which the village stands. They meet beneath the point
of the tongue at the base of a lofty wedge of rock; and
thence the united stream flows on, joined by others on its
way, till it falls into the Zab some two hours below the
village. Nestorian tradition regards the Zab as the Pison,
one of the four rivers of Paradise; and the Patriarch will
occasionally date his official letters " from my cell on the
River of the Garden of Eden."
The official title of the Church, whose principal bishop
resides in this romantic, but singularly inacessible, spot
is " the Church of the East." This title was given to it
originally by those whom we call " the Eastern Christians,"
viz. those of Constantinople and Antioch ; and by it they
meant the Church to the east of them, beyond the frontier
of the Roman Empire, in what was then the kingdom of
the Sassanid Persians. In the days of its greatness, this
communion extended itself marvellously, in just those
countries where Christianity finds it hardest to establish
a footing now. In the year 1300 its bishops were distributed
from Damascus to Pekhi, and from Tartary to Malabar.
The " Syrian Christians " of the latter land, though they
mow own a different jurisdiction, still remain as a memorial
of its missionary zeal in the fifth century; and the Singan
monument in the very heart of China tells of the presence